A worker manning a production line of industrial packaging
polyethylene films and bags. Local plastic products manufacturers
have taken steps to mitigate the impact of high input costs.

construcuaon now, comimence pro-
duction soon.

President Lim Kok Boon said resin
price was expected to stabilise by
year-end and soften in the next few
years.

“These new plants, based mainly
in the Middle East, would use
ethane, which is cheaper than feed-
stock derived from expensive crude
oil, as input material,” he said,
adding that they would also be using
the latest technology.

Lim said with the envisaged easing
of the resin price, plastic products
manufacturers would be able to over-
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come the current tough situation.

Otherwise, many will be strug-
gling to survive should oil and raw
material prices continue to surge.

“Nevertheless, plastic products
manufacturers have taken steps to
mitigate the impact of high input
costs.

vdiut-duued prouucts diu exploiing
more export markets,” he said.

Lim believes that demand for
plastics will continue to grow in
sectors like auto, food packaging,
electrical and electronics as well as
construction of pipes and profiles.

And plastics will remain in high
demand in view of its lightweight,
versatility in processing and abun-
dant supply.

“The consumption of plastics will
grow in line with the growing popu-
lation and industrial development.
The industry in Malaysia has much
room for development,” he said.



